
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY DEVELOPMENTAL TEST COMMAND

314 LONGS CORNER ROAD
ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, MD 21005-5055

~,\IE."i OJ'~lf

.,''i'~' "~:§I ,(,
.41 ~.

~I; \j~
~

. ' 50~"'~1.~ ,. iii!
.;. ~~\...~:~~~Ut,'" .

~

rOt
K()Rr..\I'~ 'InK ,-0"::-

1.\/f:I\IO\t~\
REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

(I
CSTE-DTC-CG (8     

MEMORANDUM FOR

Commanders, DTC Test Centers
H Q DTC Directors and Office Chiefs

SUBJECT: U.S. Army Developmental Test Command (DTC) Heritage

1. History.

a. Origin.

(1) The U.S. Army Developmental Test Command (DTC) was originally organized
effective 23 May 1962 as the U.S. Army Test and Evaluation Command (TECOM), with head-
quarters located at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland. TECOM was organized as a major
subordinate command of the U.S. Army Materiel Command (AMC).

(2) Two installations (Aberdeen Proving Ground and Fort Huachuca), 6 proving
grounds, 8 boards, and 19 activities were initially placed under the command jurisdiction of the
Commanding General, TECOM, effective 1 August 1962.

b. Consolidation of Army testing initiative.

(1) Redesignation. Effective 1 October 1999, TECOM was redesignated as the
U.S. Army Developmental Test Command. It was also at that time reorganized as a subordinate
command under a new command, an Army Chief of Staff field operating agency, redesignated as
U.S. Army Test and Evaluation Command (ATEC). Thus, the historical name "U.S. Army Test
and Evaluation Command" was preserved.

(2) Affected units. In addition to the headquarters, TECOM's subordinate units were
affected. Of TECOM's seven U.S. Army parent units, the following six units with their
missions, functions, resources, and personnel were transferred as part of DTC to ATEC.

(a) U.S. Army Aberdeen Test Center, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland.
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(b) u.s. Army Aviation Technical Test Center, Fort Rucker, Alabama.

(c) U.S. Army Dugway Proving Ground, Dugway, Utah.

(d) U.S. Army Redstone Technical Test Center, Redstone Arsenal, Alabama.

(e) U.S. Army White Sands Missile Range, White Sands Missile Range, New Mexico,
and its derivative unit -the Electronic Proving Ground, Fort Huachuca, Arizona.

(f) U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground, Yuma, Arizona, and its derivative units -the
Cold Regions Test Center, Fort Greely, Alaska, and the Tropic Test Center at Fort Clayton in the
Panama Canal Zone.

(g) The sole TECOM unit remaining with AMC was the U.S. Army Garrison,
Aberdeen Proving Ground. This unit was realigned under the U.S. Army Soldier and Biological
Chemical Com- mand.

(3) Real property affected - U.S. Army installations.

(a) The reorganization and transfer also affected five former TECOM installations.
Command, management, and operation of the following three installations transferred as a part

'ofDTC to ATEC.

-1. U.S. Army Dugway Proving Ground, Dugway, Utah.

2.. U.S. Army White Sands Missile Range, White Sands Missile Range, New Mexico.

~. U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground, Yuma, Arizona.

(b) The following two installations remained with AMC:

1. U.S. Army Aberdeen Proving Ground, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland.

2.. U.S. Army Jefferson Proving Ground, Madison, Indiana.

2. ATEC Shoulder Sleeve Insignia.

a. Description. The command's mission, to seek truth through testing and experimenta-
tion, is symbolized by the triangle, or fulcrum, balancing a bar and sun. The bar and triangle
represent a scale; the sun signifies the search for knowledge, enlightenment, and high ideals.
Yellow is indicative of the precious metal gold and represents "the worth of quality assurance of
tested products." Dark blue alludes to the sky and space, suggesting the possibilities and
discoveries of the future.
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b. Symbolism. The red sword characterizes the individual soldier, whose combat
preparedness is aided by the data and information products the organization provides. The white
is expressive of the command's search for the truth and the sterling quality of the products
produced.

3. DTC Distinctive Unit Insignia.

a. Description. Ultramarine and scarlet colors represent the military and industrial partici-
pants. On the bisected field of red and blue, a futuristic gold star represents the headquarters.
The modified "star burst" of gold streamers suggests the flow of information and guidance and
the spatial relationships of the subordinate test centers. The modified diamond-shaped figure at
the top center is provided a superior position to indicate the importance of command and control
of the diverse mission elements. The spearhead's thrust also suggests the strength and commit-
ment of the command to the performance of the multifaceted mission. The alternating red and
blue areas, separated by the white areas' piercing thrust, represent the essential sources of the
command's mission; i.e., civilian industry and the military clientele. The stark white projection
also suggests a military fortification or bastion and feature shared with ATEe.

b. Symbolism. DTC's distinctive unit insignia focuses on the Army's performance of
developmental test functions. The basic design, a circle sectioned, reflects the unity of the
concepts originally devised for developmental test performance.

c. Motto. DTC's motto "Test for the Best" is superimposed in gold on the distinctive unit
insignia. The sable belt on the distinctive unit insignia continues the theme of unity and strength.
It also emphasizes the important interaction of the many performers in the mission who must, by
working together, perform to meet the motto's objectives by reflecting our pride in finding the
best equipment for our service men and women of the Armed Forces.

TEST FOR THE BEST!

~ZA----
MARVIN K. McNAMARA
Brigadier General, USA
Commanding
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